
  

 

 

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF 

  The Memorial Church of the Good Shepherd 

    September 29, 2021 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:   Good Shepherd is growing in:  Faith and knowledge of God, ministry in our 

neighborhood, love for one another and support for those seeking Christ. 
 

Please check out the church calendar available on our website.  

www.goodshepherdwv.org 
 

From the Rector 

The Rev. Matthew D. Cowden from South Bend, Indiana has been elected Bishop 

Coadjutor. Father Cowden will become Bishop Cowden when he is consecrated on March 12, 

2022 in Buckhannon. When Bishop Klusmeyer retires in October 2022, Bishop Cowden will 

become the 8th Bishop of West Virginia.  
 

As a member of the Search and Nominating Committee I have had the opportunity to interview and meet 

Father Cowden in-person, and I am thrilled that he will be coming to West Virginia. He brings extensive 

ministry experience, fine pastoral skills, and a lot of energy! 
 

Through these many long months of pandemic anxiety and confusion, something wonderful has been, and 

is, emerging. We were able to conduct a nationwide search and it led us to Father Cowden, and him to us. And 

we see new faces and new opportunities at Good Shepherd. Even during the pandemic, while most of our 

congregation has stayed home to worship on Facebook, we continue to see visitors and newcomers on Sundays. 

We have a new Director of Music, a new Sexton, a Head Start class, a handbell choir, and potential new choir 

members. The work crew is keeping everything in great shape, and remodeling the interior of the bell tower. We 

continue to receive adequate resources for our outreach ministries. The Rummage Sales have been safely 

conducted every month and, just today, the applications for our Christmas Adopted Family ministry have been 

made available. We will be taking the kids on a Holy Hike on Saturday October 23rd, and soon we will need to 

plan a confirmation class for adults. I sincerely believe when this time has passed, we will be much stronger and 

healthy as a parish. This is because God is with us, continually blessing us, and encouraging us through this time. 
 

So, I would like to share with you a prayer we have been using at vestry and staff meetings. We have 

grown to really appreciate it and I invite you to join me in praying it daily. It comes from the Saint Augustine's 

(of Canterbury) Prayer Book, which is published by Forward Movement. 
 

A Prayer for the Parish 

 

 Almighty and everlasting God, hear our prayers and grant to (Good Shepherd) all things necessary for its 

spiritual well-being: enlighten and guide our leaders, our clergy, wardens, and vestry; strengthen and increase the 

faithful, visit and relieve the sick, turn and renew the hard-hearted or careless, bring again those who have 

wandered; remove from us anything that resists your grace or hinders your purposes; make all of us one united 

voice to sing your praise and to give witness to your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

This prayer reminds me that God—not a virus or any human authority—is ultimately in control of our 

lives. While many of us are experiencing what is now called 'pandemic fatigue', we are reminded by this prayer 

of what it means to be a faithful Christian in any time. This prayer helps me keep my focus when I'm feeling 

overwhelmed. Please join me in praying it at least once a day. 

 

http://www.goodshepherdwv.org/


Pet Blessing 

 

Mother Marjorie invites you to bring your cat, dog or other pet (but no snakes!) to the 

Charles Street side of the church on Saturday morning, October 2, between 9 and 

noon for a blessing. This is in celebration of St Francis of Assisi whose remembrance 

day is October 4. As a further enticement Mo. Marjorie will have a treat for your pet 

and one for you! 

 

 

 

UTO (United Thank Offering) – Last Call 

Please make sure we have your donation this week so we can submit our combined gift. So far, we 

have just over $500. With all the upheaval caused by COVID and continuing catastrophic weather 

events, there will undoubtedly be many worthy requests for grants. Let’s do our part to help UTO be 

able to respond positively.  

 

Book Group  

   The book group has begun reading “A Generous Community” by C. Andrew Doyle. This 

book offers a very realistic view of the current state of our church and encourages us to 

look to the future with hope. We meet via Zoom on Sundays from 9:10 – 9:50 AM. We 

will be discussing Chapter 3 this Sunday, October 3. Contact Bob Crocker 

(crocker100@live.com) for a Zoom invitation. Everyone is welcome to participate in this 

group that reads and learns together in an informal way, often with laughter and always      

  with caring. 

 

Shepherd’s Closet Rummage News:  

Our next sale will be this weekend, Friday and Saturday, October 1st and 2nd. Call Deb (518-637-

1734) to offer your help or just come by to find a bargain. As you prepare your home and closet 

for fall and the upcoming holidays, please set aside a few things for us. There is someone here to 

accept your donations Monday – Thursday, 10-noon or 1:30 – 3. If you call the office when you 

arrive (304-428-1525, ext. 10) we can have someone meet you.  

 

Altar Flowers  

We have upcoming open Sundays: October 24 and 31 and November 7, 14 and 21. Please call 

Ginger and let her know if you would like to honor or remember a loved one or special occasion. 

One vase is $33.50 or two vases are $67. 

 

 

Grants for our Food Ministry 

Good Shepherd’s Food Pantry has received two grants to help us continue to meet the needs of the hungry people 

in our community. For the period September 1 – November 30 Hunger Solutions gave us $1500 to be spent at 

Mountaineer Food Bank. In addition, we have been awarded $4400 as our FEMA allocation to be spent at 

Mountaineer Food Bank October 1 – December 31. What a blessing! 

 

As of Tuesday afternoon, we have already given away over 100 homeless bags and served about 

10-15 families this month and there are still two days left in September. While the homeless 

numbers have shot up, we are also beginning to see families that we haven’t served in months. We 

are very grateful for the monetary help and for those who help purchase the food we need, get it 

stored at the church, and bag it for our clients. If you would like to help, please call Linda in the 

office and she will be happy to find a role for you. 

 

 

mailto:crocker100@live.com


Adopted Families 2021 

As in years past, we will continue to offer help to local families so their children can experience the joy of 

Christmas by finding gifts under the tree. Applications for this year’s Christmas program are available now. They 

must be returned by November 1 but sooner is better, so we have more time to find gifts, especially with the 

forecasted shortages/delays. If you know a family with children that needs help, please let them know about our 

program. Due to the continuing issues with COVID we will be running the program like we did last year which 

means a more detailed application, trying to purchase specific items and assembling bags for families ourselves. 

If you would like to help, contact John or Carol Lathrop (304-863-3531. They would be happy to find the perfect 

task for you. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Thought and Reflection: 

 

One of last Sunday’s hymns 

Sometimes we may be so busy trying to sing the correct tune that we miss the beauty or meaning of the text. This 

hymn struck me as particularly meaningful at this time and for our church. If you are a singer, we sang it to the 

tune Abbot’s Leigh. It is also sung to Hyfrydol. 
 

1 Gracious Spirit, give your servants  

joy to set sin’s captives free,  
hope to heal the brokenhearted,  

peace to share love’s liberty.  

Through us bring your balm of gladness  
to the wounded and oppressed;  

help us claim and show God’s favor  

as a people called and blessed.  

2 Word made flesh, who gave up glory  
to become our great high priest,  

taking on our human nature  
to redeem the last and least:  

let your courage and compassion  
shape and guide our ministries;  

as our Savior and our Shepherd,  

lead us to the truth that frees.  

3 Loving God, who birthed creation  

from the nothingness of space,  
kindling life where all was empty,  

turning chaos into grace:  

when we feel confused and fruitless,  
dawn upon our restless night;  

give us faith’s imagination,  

hope’s renewing, love’s delight.  

4 Triune God, eternal Being,  
never ending, unbegun,  

boundless grace and perfect justice,  
righteous and forgiving One:  

so enfold us in your mercy  
that our wills and yours unite;  

through us may the world behold you,  

find your love, your truth, your light. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

How do you reacquaint 
yourself with your sense of 
wonder when you realize 
you might have lost it 
through the trials of life 
experience? 

How does feeling hopeful 
impact your generosity? 

QUESTIONS FOR 
REFLECTION  

 
 

I was the kind of child who asked a lot of questions. The world fascinated me; I was filled with wonder. 
As a consequence of my inquisitive nature, I learned a lot. 

Many kids are like this, asking questions about the world around 
them, testing the relationships they have experienced. Not only do 
children ask questions, but they expect answers, and they expect 
answers that are true. Until children learn to find other sources for 
information, answers are all they have. 

The loss of the innocence of childhood brings an end to asking 
questions, for some. We become awkward, second guessing our 
understanding. “Maybe I should know the answer, already?” “I don’t 
want to be the first to ask.” “They’ll think I’m not paying attention…” We 
replace the act of wonder with the practice of worry. 

Three years ago, our congregation made a special effort to include children in the annual pledge 
campaign, offering each child the opportunity to have a conversation about their giving and their hopes 
for the church. We learned two important things: Children are generous – we had 100% participation from 
the kids, each one of them turned in a pledge card. (And the treasurers will be happy to know 
that we had 100% redemption rate on the pledges, as well!) The second thing we learned, was that the 
kids had lots of suggestions for ministries, ways to volunteer, ideas about church. Filled out in crayon or 
pencil, each pledge card was a touching, deeply theological, beautiful expression of generosity and 
hope – of love. 
 
When Jesus suggests that we must receive the wonder of the world and the work we are given to do as 
children, the example above is exactly why. We must get back in touch with our sense of wonder, of 
possibility, of love. These are the basic skills God needs from us to work in God’s vineyard.     

J. Davey Gerhard is the Executive Director of TENS, and a member of Holy Innocents Episcopal Church in 

San Francisco, California  

  
 

 

 
 

October 3: The Gift of Wonder 



Staying Connected, Continuing to Serve 

Someone is in the office Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. If you need us outside office hours, 

contact Mother Marjorie, Linda, or Larry at home (see the end of the Staff for our contact information).  

 

 Intercessory Prayers  

During your prayer time at home please use the lists below to remember those who have asked for 

our prayers: 
 

Parish Prayer List 
 

David Rose – healing Gwen Bush - healing Ronan Satow – 3 lb. newborn - strength 

John Stevens – healing Peggy Roberts – torn tendon Deb Hepburn-McKinney –healing  

Peter Gevas – healing Gene Allander – healing  Vickie Dilley - healing and strength 

Carol Lathrop – healing Amber Semones – healing Dean Parsons - healing and strength 

Mary Gevas – healing Diane Cottrill – healing  Jone Johnson – healing and strength 

Paul W. - healing Ann Stevens – healing  Rosie Lathrop – COVID 

Kimberly Underwood – COVID Wanda Underwood – COVID   

 

We also pray for others suffering from COVID and give thanks for vaccines, for health workers and for all those 

providing services to keep us safe, fed, housed, and cared for.  

            

 Safety for all those serving in the Armed Forces 

Donovan Burns, Nathan Jones, Hannah Slusher, Noah Estes, Sterling Slusher, Joee Slusher, Lauren Fielder 

 

Those needing healing from cancer 

Glen Kirk  Joe Bono  Renee Peters   Hazen  Lisa Tanner 

Vicky Wilson  Larry Seevers  Krista Wolfer  Rain  David White 

Matthew Jacobs Ray Kidder  Helena Shaffer Tessa  Floyd Anderson 

Leonard Gerber Buddy Lee 

      

 Prayer Chain 

We have a group of people who pray for those having emergency situations – surgery, 

accidents, or other crises. Linda Crocker makes the calls using the One Call system 

when she is notified of an immediate need. If you want to be added to the prayer chain 

let Linda know (304-210-5591). God hears all our prayers – you don’t need a special 

gift to pray for healing and comfort for those in distress. All prayer chain calls remain 

confidential. 

 

Outreach Programs 
 

 Food Pantry -We have seen a huge increase in the number of homeless people coming for 

food and continue to serve local families as well. Thank you to everyone who has made a 

special donation to keep us funded and thank you to all our volunteers. We have plenty of 

food for local residents but continue to need to buy food for the homeless bags. If you want 

to buy something we always need individual cereals or small containers of beanie wienie, chili, vienna 

sausages, vegetables or fruit with zip-lock openings or pop-top lids. We have plenty of juice boxes and 

snack bars. 

 

 Donuts - We make day-old donuts available to our neighbors and the homeless. Thank you to 

McHappy’s and to Peter and others who make sure the donuts are picked up each week.  

 

 Last Sunday Supper – on hold due to COVID 

 



Inreach Opportunities 
 

We show our care for other members as we listen to each other, spend time together, share a (virtual) hug during 

the exchange of the peace, help in times of need and celebrate special moments. 
 

Those who can’t be here in person are also valued members of our congregation. 

Currently in a hospital, rehab or care facility and appreciating a card: 

Dennis Armstrong: Ohio Valley Healthcare, Room 309, 222 Nicolette Rd, Parkersburg, WV 26104 

Bob Flinn: Wyngate Senior Living, 1 Wyngate Way, Parkersburg, WV 26105 

At home:  

Gene Allander: 1405 Washington Ave. Parkersburg, WV 26101 

Michael James: 235 S. Campus Drive, Apt. 209, Parkersburg, WV 26105  

 

Important Upcoming Calendar Dates: 

October 1-2 – Rummage Sale 

October 2 – Pet Blessing 

October 23 – Holy Hike for youth at the Smith’s property in Wirt County 

November 7 – All Saints Sunday and Annual Meeting to elect Vestry members and Convention delegates 

       

Contact Information: 
 

The Rev. Marjorie Bevans, Rector     304-679-7381                 reverendsbevans@gmail.com 

Ginger Smith, Parish Administrator   304-428-1525, ext. 10    gingersmith.goodshepherdwva@gmail.com 

Linda Crocker, Parish Ministries       304-210-5591                  llbc100@msn.com 

Larry James, Senior Warden              304-482-9661                  blesense@suddenlink.net 
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