
THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF 

      The Memorial Church of the Good Shepherd 

 

                                      September 16, 2020 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:   Good Shepherd is growing in:  Faith and knowledge of God, ministry in our 

neighborhood, love for one another and support for those seeking Christ. 

 

Please check out the church calendar available on our website.  

www.goodshepherdwv.org 

 

From the Rector: 

Discussions among the leadership of the Episcopal Church have been ongoing throughout the summer 

regarding whether, and how, to hold such annual events as Diocesan Conventions and Annual Meetings. Our 

Diocesan Convention will be held on Zoom this year, and just last week the bishop indicated it is okay to conduct 

vestry elections by mailed paper ballots. 

Vestry elections are normally held in-person at the Annual Meeting and church canons do not allow voting 

by proxy. So, holding a vestry election by mail presents some challenges, and we are in the process of working 

out the details. It is possible to have the Annual Meeting on Zoom. We just need your current email address to 

send you an invitation to attend. Our Annual Meeting is normally held on the first Sunday in November after the 

10:15 service. 

What we do know is that we need to begin earlier to nominate members to run for vestry. Anyone associated 

with the parish can nominate someone. Next, we make sure it is fine with the person nominated, and that they 

feel God calling them to serve on the Vestry. Then we check to make sure each nominee is a Communicant-in-

Good-Standing (regular in worship and supporting the church financially). Lastly, we ask for a brief biography 

to share with you before you vote. Since this will all be done by mail this year, please be thinking now of who 

you would like to see on our Vestry. 

Because of the pandemic the Vestry has not been meeting in person. We have been holding our monthly 

meetings on Zoom and that seems to be working fine for us, though of course it is not ideal—just like spiritual 

communion is not ideal. We anticipate continuing to have our meetings this way, so anyone who previously 

declined to serve because of night driving issues may want to take this opportunity to make a difference in our 

parish. 

If you would like to nominate someone, you can check with them first or let the nominating committee know. 

They are Trish Pritchard, Carole Martucci and David Johnson, or you could call or email Mother Marjorie. 

 

“O God: Give me strength to live another day; 

Let me not turn coward before its difficulties or prove recreant to its duties; 

Let me not lose faith in other people; 

Keep me sweet and young of heart, in spite of ingratitude, treachery, or meanness; 

Preserve me from minding little stings or giving them; 

Help me to keep my heart clean, 

and to live so honestly and fearlessly that no outward failure 

can dishearten me or take away the joy of conscious integrity; 

Open wide the eyes of my soul that I may see good in all things; 

Grant me this day some new vision of thy truth; 

Inspire me with the spirit of joy and gladness; 

and make me the cup of strength to suffering souls; 

in the name of the strong Deliverer, 

our only Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

For Today (featured in every issue of Forward Day by Day) 

 

http://www.goodshepherdwv.org/


Children and Youth Ministry News 

Saturday, September 5th was a beautiful day for a boat ride and a hike with some of the children and youth of 

Good Shepherd. We had an outing on Blennerhassett Island where we hiked, ate lunch and celebrated communion 

in God's glorious creation. A great time was had by all—no one fell overboard or got lost. 

We plan to take the kids out at least once a month for a hike, lunch, Sunday school instruction and worship. In 

October we plan to go to McDonough Wildlife Refuge. If you'd like to come along as a chaperone, we'll be happy 

to provide your lunch! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some comments from Eva: “It was fun. We went walking and everybody got hungry so then we ate lunch. 

Anthony was terrified of being on the boat - he even called his mom. We had Communion too. I’d like to go to 

the City Park some time.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simple Church 

 Mother Marjorie has asked the Vestry to read Simple Church: Returning to God’s Process for 

Making Disciples by Thom S Rainer and Eric Geiger. She would be happy if other members of Good 

Shepherd would join in. The book is available on Amazon as a paperback or for Kindle. Those who 

are reading the book will meet via Zoom to discuss Chapters 1-3 Tuesday September 22 at 7 PM. 

Contact Mo. Marjorie to join the discussion. 

 



Mission Prayer Revision 

It has been at least 10 years since our current Mission Prayer was written, based on our Mission Statement of 

2008. Since then we have had various opportunities to grow in our Christian faith, understanding and practice.  

The below proposed revision of our Mission Prayer is the result of reflection on readings in the Book Group, 

last year’s Vestry Retreat and the Invite, Welcome, Connect evangelism program. We will be using it for at 

least the next few weeks – please do some reflection of your own and then let us know how you feel about 

making the change permanent – until it is time for another change as God continues to guide and inspire us! 
 

Our Current Mission Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, we believe you are leading us to grow in our faith and knowledge of you, to carry forward 

the Gospel message of love and forgiveness, to reach out as your hands to those in need, especially in this 

neighborhood, and to broaden and deepen our love for one another. 

With grateful hearts for this parish and its people we pray for the gift to the holy spirit’s continued guidance as 

we seek to do your will, and bring you honor and glory. Amen. 
 

Proposed Revision to Our Parish Mission Prayer 

God above all, we call you Father. God alongside us, we call you Jesus. God within us, we call you Holy Spirit. 

You are the eternal mystery that enables, enfolds, and enlivens all things. 

Guide us to grow in our faith and knowledge of you, to carry forward the Gospel message of love and 

forgiveness, to reach out to those in need in this neighborhood and beyond, and to nurture the fruits of the Spirit 

so that we may grow in love for one another. 

With grateful hearts for this parish, we pray you will continue to inspire our efforts to Invite, Welcome, and 

Connect all to a deeper relationship with you and each other. 

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Side by Side Comparison 
 

Current Mission Prayer Rational for the Change Proposed New Mission Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

 

Speaking to the mystery of 

our God Triune 

God above all, we call you Father. 

God alongside us, we call you Jesus. 

God within us, we call you Holy Spirit. 

You are the eternal mystery that enables, 

enfolds, and enlivens all things. 

we believe you are leading us to grow 

in our faith and knowledge of you, to 

carry forward the Gospel message of 

love and forgiveness 

A more affirmative statement 

 

Guide us to grow in our faith and knowledge 

of you, to carry forward the Gospel message 

of love and forgiveness, 

 

to reach out as your hands to those in 

need, especially in this neighborhood,  

 

Affirm our focus on this 

neighborhood, and attest to 

responsibilities beyond this 

neighborhood 

to reach out to those in need in this 

neighborhood and beyond,  

 

and to broaden and deepen our love 

for one another.   

 

Working on the Fruits of the 

Spirit was an objective 

coming from the 2020 Vestry 

Retreat 

and to nurture the fruits of the Spirit so that 

we may grow in love for one another.   

 

With grateful hearts for this parish 

and its people we pray for the gift to 

the holy spirit’s continued guidance  

as we seek to do your will, and bring 

you honor and glory.   

 

To bring focus to our Invite, 

Welcome, and Connect 

efforts 

 

With grateful hearts for this parish, we pray 

you will continue to inspire our efforts to 

Invite, Welcome, and Connect all to a deeper 

relationship with you and each other.  

 

Amen Finish the prayer as we began 

it to our God Triune 

 

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

 



Bishop Coadjutor Search 

A Diocesan Search Committee has begun the work to find a candidate for election as a bishop 

coadjutor. This person would become head of the diocese once Bishop Klusmeyer retires 

(within 3 years of the coadjutor’s consecration).  

As one of its first actions, the search committee has contracted with Holy Cow! Consulting 

to develop a survey open to everyone in the diocese. Results of the survey will be used to 

create a profile for potential candidates for the bishop coadjutor's position. The survey  

opened on Sunday, Sept. 6, and will close on Sunday, Oct. 4. The links are below. People 

who do not have online access may request a printed copy of the survey’s questions from the office – just call. It 

is important for as many of us as possible to respond to the survey so we have the best chance of electing a 

bishop who will meet Good Shepherd’s needs as well as the needs of the diocese and the people of our state in 

the years ahead. Encourage any friends or family members who may not currently attend to participate as well – 

the committee wants to hear from a wide variety of voices. The survey takes 15 -20 minutes to complete. 

The online survey is here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EDWV 
A pdf of the survey is here:  

https://files.constantcontact.com/ff84272b501/8233ce55-4898-49a9-8ec3-3bc7917b3105.pdf 

 

Hymnals 

If you would like to borrow a hymnal for use at home while you participate in our online 

services please call the office and arrange to pick one up or ask us to deliver one to you. 

That may make it easier to “sing-along”, especially if more than one of you is trying to read 

the online bulletin. 

 

Live Streaming Update from Dave Johnson 

The new sound system was up and running for last Sunday’s services, with the exception of the InLoop 

hearing system. The system has so much capability that it may seem overwhelming, but Mother Marjorie 

demonstrated that she can turn it on and get it functional with just a couple of instructions for the 8:00 

AM service. We were able to juggle things for the cancelled outdoor 10:15 AM service and used a new 

remote microphone and stand so that the C-Notes quartet could sing for the service from outside the 

front doors and be heard clearly in church and through Facebook. We have quite a learning curve to 

achieve the full benefits, but we are already seeing many new capabilities and performance 

improvements. 

You might have heard a slight echo in the Facebook broadcast. This was due to the iPad picking up 

both Mother Marjorie live and through the church speakers. This echo will disappear when we get the video 

system in place. The computer-controlled camera arrived this week. The computer and cables needed to achieve 

the live streaming will be available by early/mid-October. 

Stop by the church during office hours (9-12, 1-4 Mon-Thurs), go into the church from 

the door by the healing altar, and see the progress. We are getting there. Thank you for 

your support. 

Many thanks to the Thursday morning crew for their climbing, crawling, drilling, 

pushing, pulling and creativity to take the project this far and save us money. A special 

thanks to Curtis Modesitt for his expertise in designing the audio system and the 

donation of his labor for a further cost savings. 

P.S. Do you have an old speaker you could donate? We have an extra amplifier and could run a wire to the nursery 

so Patsy and any parents could hear the service while watching our little ones. Contact Dave (304-210-0789).  

 

Shepherd’s Closet Rummage News: 

Thanks to your support and their hard work the rummage crew raised another $500+ in September 

to support Adopted Families. We are accepting items for the next sale (October 2-3), especially 

household items, fall/Halloween decor and back-to-school/fall clothing. Please bring in your items 

no later than Monday September 28 or save them until after October 5th. There is always plenty to 

do to get ready and to host the sale. Call Deb at 304-834-3734 to offer your help. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZQ6rwgv3SkQaLnGCMmwD-8WhtSV5SDg6KdS-3nuIpUgKdS-ESY1G5WugY7FiO6eDRgC4RExtaWjvDKacSVq3hCDIGYLnrlHzTJgdAgZJpAxM5Cc_4M7wxs3SBB1F8on4RD8WRdH9YvW6QEqd6RoXyooExsi5I94V%26c%3D54amdNFP27x9lPmbSc0QVCRSh02khO-oD5j1cc6bgVkkdO2iplmQcQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dizib6ur1NClPtmNCUSHXeVOOrX3OGD3tujt92pWNz8_moq33M56cow%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9ec4adffa8b14af1463f08d858b75703%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637356891741555760&sdata=npD%2FVRRKEi0LUtb%2FXoHxtbamvvUrAvAdIRkyPWCU9IE%3D&reserved=0
https://files.constantcontact.com/ff84272b501/8233ce55-4898-49a9-8ec3-3bc7917b3105.pdf


Book Group:  

We continue to read Living Compassion: Loving Like Jesus by Andrew Dreitcer. Chapter 4 will be 

discussed on September 20. Each chapter includes some short exercises to help us learn to ‘love like 

Jesus’ in a practical way.  

Bob Crocker shares his thoughts:  

“Cliff Notes” from Living Compassion – Loving Like Jesus Part 1 

How do you grow from the Sunday School teachings of self-control, i.e. avoiding reactionary 

responses for perceived wrongs to heartfelt compassion for your neighbor? Is there an alternative to “flight, 

freeze or fight” when confronted with adversity? Andrew Dreitcer’s book, Living Compassion – Loving Like 

Jesus gives some answers. He writes, “Compassion is the feeling that arises when you are confronted with 

another’s suffering and feel motivated to relieve that suffering.” It’s a feeling, like empathy and deep caring that 

moves people to respond constructively, with love and forgiveness, just like our savior did for us, even while 

hanging on the cross. Dreitcer refers to six spiritual capacities that help us transform our outlook from 

egocentric to compassionate: three Foundational Capacities – Intention, Awareness and Attention, and three 

Compassion Capacities – Feelings, Intimacy and Imagination. The first three focus us on being fully present in 

the moment; the last three help us break our defensive shells and enter into relationship. In the first few chapters 

Dreitcer led us through some contemplative exercises and reminded us of centuries-old mantras, practices and 

centering prayers that have helped our Christian ancestors to become grounded in the Divine. His rewording of 

the Jesus Prayer as, “Lord Jesus, Son of God, have compassion on me” was particularly insightful to me as were 

the many variations we have been invited to explore. Over the next two weeks, I look forward to discussing the 

last two chapters, which I will summarize in a future Staff article. 

Email Bob (crocker100@live.com) to get instructions for joining the Zoom session at 9:15 AM every Sunday. 

 

 

Altar Flowers  

The following dates in 2020 are still available: 

October 11, 18 and 25 and November 8 and December 27 

Contact Ginger (304-428-1525, ext. 10) to request a date to honor or remember a loved one. 

 

 

Staying Connected 

Someone is in the office Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Due to the governor’s 

order you must wear a mask when visiting the office. If you arrive here without one, just let us know 

when you buzz to come in and we will bring one to you. If you need us outside office hours, contact 

Mother Marjorie, Linda, or Larry at home (see the end of the Staff for our contact information).  It 

remains important for us to stay connected to one another. We are praying for you, your families, and 

friends, and for Good Shepherd. 

 

 Prayer Chain 

We have a group of people who pray for those having emergency situations – surgery, accidents, or other 

crises.  Linda Crocker makes the calls using the One Call system when she is notified of an immediate need. 

If you want to be added to the prayer chain let Linda know (304-210-5591). All prayer chain calls remain 

confidential.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:crocker100@live.com


 Intercessory Prayers  
During your prayer time at home please use the lists below to remember those who have asked for our prayers: 
 

Parish Prayer List 

Connie Sutton – COVID19  Edwin Cottongim – hospice Joe Fielder – healing 

Angie Fowler - healing  Mary Gevas—healing  Peter Gevas—healing 

Avery – 5 yr old – seizures  Carol Lathrop—healing  Gordon Chamblin – healing & strength 

Frank Bono—healing   Gene Sheppard – healing Ann Stevens—healing  

Vickie Dilley—healing & strength  Diane Cottrill – healing  Jone Johnson—healing of eye 

Dean Parsons—strength & healing Holbert family - grief  Mac Moore – facing heart surgery 

Deb Hepburn-McKinney – strength & healing   John Davis – continued healing of back 

    

Safety for all those serving in the Armed Forces 

 

Hannah Slusher    Noah Estes  Sterling Slusher    Donovan Burns     

Lauren Fielder     Dayne Hess     John R Davis Jr Jed Harris  
 

Those needing healing from cancer 
 

Glen Kirk   Sharon Burnside  David Friend  Vicky Wilson   Samantha  

Dylan Burton  Patty    Steve Meadows  Dale Haught  Ed Davis  

Joe Moore  Lisa Grimm   Dennis Cox   Billie   Daisy McBride 

George   Rain    Keith   Tessa    Larry Seevers 

Tammy Reynolds Matthew Jacobs Hazen   Linda Bavousett Deb Tuttle  

Judy Conkle   
 

We also pray for all our community’s medical workers, first responders, grocery and drug store workers, shelter 

and pantry workers, delivery workers, correctional officers and all others in harm’s way while making sure our 

community continues to function and meet our needs.  
 

Outreach Programs  
 

 Food Pantry 

Numbers are going back up. We are seeing more homeless people. Thank you to everyone 

who has made a special donation to keep us funded and thank you to all our volunteers.  

 Donuts 

We continue to make them available to our neighbors and the homeless.  

 Adopted Families Christmas 

Plans are already underway for this year’s program. The organizers are exploring ways to carry 

on while also making adaptations due to the pandemic. Right now, the best ways to help is to 

make a financial donation and pray for the resources we will need – money, time, talent, health, 

and stamina. Before long there will be other hands-on ways to help as we find safe ways to 

accumulate and sort items, conduct interviews, and eventually prepare everything for 

distribution. We are grateful to the Sisters Health Foundation for awarding us a grant to help 

pay for the shoe vouchers we give families with school-age children as part of our program. 

 Last Sunday Supper 

This is on hold until we can safely prepare and serve a hot meal to our neighbors while abiding by government 

and diocesan guidelines. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Inreach Opportunities  
 

We show our care for other members as we listen to each other, spend time together, share a (virtual) hug 

during the exchange of the peace, help in times of need and celebrate special moments. 
 

Those who can’t be here in person are also valued members of our congregation. 

Currently in a hospital, rehab or care facility and appreciating a card or call:  

Dennis Armstrong: Ohio Valley Healthcare, Room 309, 222 Nicolette Rd, Parkersburg, WV 26104 

Bob Flinn: Wyngate Senior Living, 1 Wyngate Way, Parkersburg, WV 26105    304-480-2834 

Deb Tuttle: Arcadia Valley Nursing Home, 25675 Main St. Coolville, OH 45723 

At home:  

Michael James: 235 S. Campus Drive, Apt. 209, Parkersburg, WV 26105  

Recently moved:  

Heyward and Peggy Roberts: 604 Copperline Dr. #201, Chapel Hill, NC 27516    681-229-2648 
 

Meals: 

We are collecting soups, casseroles and desserts at church that can be frozen and delivered to some of our 

members who are isolating themselves at home or are recuperating from surgery. If you would like to help, contact 

Sally Harris (304-679-3811) to find out what we currently need. If you need a meal, please contact the office.  

 

Important Upcoming Calendar Dates:  

September 16 and every Wednesday– Evening Prayer on Facebook at 4 

September 20 and every Sunday - 8:00 AM service in church; 10:15 AM service with hymns online only  

October 2-3 – Rummage Sale 

 

Support Good Shepherd When You Shop! 

 

Amazon Smile: Go to smile.amazon.com and register your support for The Memorial 

Church of the Good Shepherd. Return there to shop (at the same prices as the normal 

site) and a percentage of your spending comes back to the church.  

 

Kroger Rewards:   

This is a lucrative source of funds for our food pantry (usually over $200 each quarter).  It costs 

you nothing except a few minutes to register your Kroger Rewards card on the Kroger site. You 

will still earn your own fuel rewards. Please sign up at www.kroger.com/communityrewards or ask 

and we’ll help you. Good Shepherd is organization number PN457. You can shop anywhere in 

Kroger’s mid-Atlantic region, including Parkersburg, Belpre and Marietta. 

 

Contact Information: 
 

The Rev. Marjorie Bevans, Rector     304-679-7381                 reverendsbevans@gmail.com 

Ginger Smith, Parish Administrator   304-428-1525, ext. 10    gingersmith.goodshepherdwva@gmail.com 

Linda Crocker, Parish Ministries       304-210-5591                  LLBC100@msn.com 

Larry James, Senior Warden              304-482-9661                  blesense@suddenlink.net 

 

Note: If you missed it, Ginger has had a new email address for a few months.  

Her old one is inaccessible so please delete it from your contacts 

http://www.kroger.com/
mailto:reverendsbevans@gmail.com
mailto:gingersmith.goodshepherdwva@gmail.com
mailto:LLBC100@msn.com
mailto:blesense@suddenlink.net

